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A Message from the Editor
The time between Thanksgiving and Christmas is one of my favorite times of the year.
In the Christian calendar we refer to this season as ADVENT, a season of preparation
for the coming birth of Jesus. I was first introduced to Advent when I was in seminary
in the early 1980s. When I pastored my first church, I was excited to introduce my
congregation to all that I had learned about Advent. In doing so, I moved the cross
from the Lord’s Table and replaced it with the Advent wreath. Some of the members
were horrified that I would move the cross! They felt that it had been moved from its
sacred place. I explained the significance of the Advent wreath as a precursor to the
cross as a symbol of our Christian heritage.
This experience reminds me of how we easy it is to forget the important preparations
for spiritual renewal and revival. Advent reminds us that God made extensive
preparations for the coming of the Christ Child who would eventually give his life for
us. The appearance of the angels to Zachariah, to Mary and to Joseph, Mary’s visit with
her cousin Elizabeth as they both awaited the birth of their sons, and the birth and
ministry of John the Baptist, are all stories recorded in Luke 1 about the way God
prepared the hearts and minds of humankind for the gift he was about to send.
Interestingly, these preparations for the Christ child revolved around FAMILY! God
wanted to be sure a FAMILY would be ready for his son! As we rush around with all
kinds of activities this holiday season, let us not forget to make the necessary
preparation in our hearts and minds of our families for this gift – a savior who died on a
cross, but also a savior who came as a baby and lived among us, showing us how to
become more loving, more accepting, more forgiving, and more giving in our own lives.
The Advent wreath invites us to infuse our spirits with HOPE, LOVE, JOY and PEACE,
so that we can receive God’s gift with gratitude and humility. Yes, the cross is a sacred
symbol of our faith, but there would not be a cross without Christmas! And Advent is a
time to prepare us for all the wonder, awe and majesty of God’s love for humanity!
Each week of ADVENT 2018 – from December 3 - 24, 2017 - light a candle and share a
prayer with your family. The center candle, or the Christ candle, is reserved for
Christmas Day, when we celebrate the greatest gift from God!
My thanks to the members of the Family Life Committee who prepared these prayers
for us.

Bishop Teresa Jefferson-Snorton, Editor and Chair of the Family Life Committee

FIRST WEEK OF ADVENT – DECEMBER 3, 2017
THEME: HOPE
SCRIPTURE: Isaiah 9: 6
“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the government shall be upon
his shoulder; and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The
everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.”
MEDITATION:
The prophet Isaiah shares with his readers that a savior (child) would be sent into the
world. He further shares that the child would possess all authority in heaven and earth
and he would carry burdens and governments on his shoulders. This speaks of no
ordinary child, rather a Messiah, as Savior. This promise gives a troubled community
hope in time of constant turmoil and uncertainty. This Advent, as we wait, as we
anticipate the celebration of the birth of Jesus, we pray for a spirit of hopefulness for our
families, our communities and our world. We hope and pray that others learn of the
grace and love of God. We hope and pray that others learn that God loved humanity so
much that God would send His only son to the world to offer hope, peace, joy and love.
As we wait, as we anticipate, and as we hope, let us hope in the love of the one who is
to come – “Come thou long expected Jesus”.
PRAYER: Dear God, thank you for providing humanity with the hope of love, life and
salvation. It is because of this hope that we can stand on a firm foundation when the
world seems so feeble. Amen.
Rev. Delmetria Cayson Combs, Kentucky Region, The Christian Methodist Episcopal Church

FIRST WEEK OF ADVENT
PRAYERS FOR HOPE
Monday – For families facing challenges
Tuesday – For seniors in nursing homes and
assisted living facilities
Wednesday – For persons living with chronic illness
Thursday – For children without parents or homes
Friday – For churches and congregations dealing with change
Saturday – For hungry people throughout the world
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SECOND WEEK OF ADVENT – DECEMBER 10, 2017
THEME: LOVE
SCRIPTURE: John 3:16
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in
him may not perish but may have eternal life.”
MEDITATION:
At Christmas we remember the great love of God in giving the gift of Jesus to live
amongst us and lay down his life for us so that we can have new life through trusting
him. We can take comfort from knowing that he is present with us no matter what we
are going through in our lives and will carry us safely through to eternal life. When we
have experienced love as great as this, it should spur us on to share that love with others
in our lifestyles, words and actions.
PRAYER: Thank you Jesus for your presence with us. Please show us how we can share
your love with others during this Advent season. Amen.
Carolyn Lawrence, Ivybridge Methodist Church, Devon, England

SECOND WEEK OF ADVENT
PRAYERS FOR LOVE
Monday – For families facing change
Tuesday – For widows and widowers
Wednesday – For persons living alone
Thursday – For parents and their children
Friday – For churches and congregations dealing with conflict
Saturday – For oppressed people throughout the world
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THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT – DECEMBER 17, 2017
THEME: JOY
SCRIPTURE: Luke 2: 8 – 15
Verse 10: “Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you good news of great joy for all
people”
MEDITATION:
On the third Sunday of Advent, many Christian churches light the pink or JOY candle
which is also known as the “Shepherds Candle”. The wonderful hymn by Nahum Tate
(1652-1715) “While shepherds watched their flocks by night all seated on the ground, the angel of
the Lord came down and glory shone around” described the excitement and sheer joy of the
Shepherds when told by the Angels that the Messiah is born. The Joy of Christmas is
exactly that celebration of Jesus’ birthday and not about the toys, new electronic gadgets,
food or that anticipated Christmas present. In experiencing the Joy of receiving Christ,
the Church Family is called upon to share and be life-giving just like Jesus Christ to a
world enslaved by poverty and a denial of people access to basic necessities.
PRAYER: God of JOY, you are the gift of life for all. We experience joy of living as one
family in you. We pray for all people to have the courage and desire to offer your gifts of
life in Word and Deed to others and bring joy and healings to our broken world. Amen.
Rev Haloti Taasi Kailahi, Oatley Uniting Church, Uniting Church in Australia

THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT
PRAYERS FOR JOY
Monday – For families affected by natural disasters
Tuesday – For grandparents
Wednesday – For persons who are waiting for good news
Thursday – For children who are grieving
Friday – For churches and congregations seeking a new vision
Saturday – For refugees and immigrants throughout the world
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FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT – DECEMBER 24, 2017
THEME: PEACE
SCRIPTURE: Matthew 5:9
“Blessed are the peacemakers, For they shall be called the sons and daughters of God.”
MEDITATION:
While we might think of the wise men visiting Jesus and his family as a peaceful scene,
we know that soon afterward, this young family would flee for their lives to Egypt.
During Advent, families around the world likewise long for peace in their hearts, homes,
and communities. In the USA, many families seek to be peace-makers during Advent by
providing food and gifts to those in need, so that all may celebrate Christ’s birth.
PRAYER: Dear God, may the holy family who welcomed the Christ child inspire our
World Methodist Council family to make peace, this season and always. Amen.

Rev. Rebecca Iannicelli, Baltimore-Washington Conference of The United Methodist Church

CHRISTMAS DAY – December 25, 2017
SCRIPTURE: Matthew 2: 10-11
“When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering
the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him
homage.”

MEDITATION:
How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is given…
The rush of Christmas comes upon us with cries of joy and hidden pain;
in the ringing of bells and squeals of delight and the cost counting;
in the warmth of sacred time spent together- quality time and in the overtime and long
hours away from home;
in the ache of mourning and remembering Christmases past.
In all this Christ comes to us. Let us stop and be in that moment when we receive the gift
for life.
PRAYER: Holy God, love beyond measure, fill this moment with your presence, so that
I may know Jesus in my life. Amen

Rev. Suva Catford, Stockton-on-Tees Methodist Circuit, North East England

WEEK FOLLOWING CHRISTMAS
PRAYERS FOR PEACE
Tuesday – For governments and political leaders
Wednesday – For persons who are terminally ill
Thursday – For children who have been abused and families
affected by domestic violence
Friday – For pastors and their families
Saturday – For war-torn countries throughout the world
Sunday – New Year’s Eve – Pray a prayer of thanks for 2017
Monday – New Year’s Day
Pray a prayer for blessings yet to be revealed
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(Scripture references are either from the NJKV or the NRSV)

